SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
1st Annual UA Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Conference
April 21, 2008
Application for Project Posters or Oral Presentations
The University of Alabama Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Committee invites applications from undergraduate students to participate in the 1st Annual Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Conference, April 21, 2008, 2:00-6:00 p.m., in the Ferguson Center.  Poster presentations are exhibits of written, graphic, pictorial and auditory information to display research and creative projects to the public. Oral presentations may be made on creative or research projects.  You may enter your project in only one of the two categories.
Abstract Submission

To participate in the 2008 Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Conference, please complete the Poster or Oral Presentations Abstract Form.  The abstract should be no more than a 100-word description summarizing key points of the research or creative activity project. Abstracts for poster or oral presentations must be submitted by March 1, 2008 to your college’s undergraduate research coordinator (listed at the end of this document) using the Abstract Form and sent as an email Word file attachment. 
Prizes

Poster/Oral entries will be judged by faculty members selected from each of the participating Colleges, Schools, and Programs and prizes will be awarded as follows:

College of Arts and Sciences:  In both Poster and Oral Presentation categories 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded in each of the College divisions: Natural Sciences/Mathematics, Social Sciences, and Fine Arts/Humanities (1st place, $250; 2nd place, $100; 3rd place, $50).
College of Education, College of Engineering, School of Social Work, and College of Commerce & Business Administration: each College/School to award 1st ($250), 2nd ($100) and 3rd ($50) prizes for best work, whether a poster or a paper. In addition, the College of Commerce & Business Administration and the College of Engineering will provide funding for winners to present their work at an appropriate national meeting.

Global Certificate Program: book scholarship for best creative work

College of Communication and Information Sciences, College of Human Environmental Sciences, College of Nursing, and the Honors College: Exact awards still to be determined – please check back to this site for later updates.

Poster Presentation Specifications
The poster display board is 36 inches by 48 inches and will be provided to you at no cost, contingent upon the acceptance of your abstract. Poster display boards will be set up for your use in the Poster Presentation Area just before the meeting and you should plan to come to the Conference a bit early to set up your poster.
Although students can create poster materials themselves, we hope that your poster will also be presented later at another regional or national conference or meeting in your discipline. As such, you are strongly encouraged to utilize the services of the University Printing Office to create a professional-quality printed poster from an electronic database. 
Students interested in producing their posters through University Printing should prepare their poster as a pdf file, although high resolution tiff images or PowerPoint files generally work as well. Because we anticipate that large numbers of students will wish to avail themselves of this option, students are URGED to contact Andy Sapp (asapp@fa.ua.edu) at University printing well before the Conference to arrange for printing. It generally takes at least 2 days lead time for this work to be done – more if there is a backlog. 
To encourage students to utilize this option, the Graduate School and the Office of the Associate Vice President for Research will jointly provide funding to cover the cost(approximately $22) for each participating student to produce a 36” x 48” non-laminated poster through University Printing. 
Tips for Organizing Your Poster

· The poster should be easily read from a distance of 3-5 feet.
· Organize your poster with appropriate headings to produce a logical flow of information. Students in the fine arts are encouraged to discuss in written statements, using appropriate photos, renderings, models, art work, processes employed in their respective creative activity project. Television monitors will be available for showing of videos, with a three minute time limit.
· The heading should include the abstract title, author names, faculty mentors, and departmental affiliations.
· Avoid using jargon, acronyms, or unusual abbreviations.
· You are encouraged to bring handouts of your poster presentation, and provide information on how attendees might contact you for additional information. 
· Place the title at the top center of the poster
· Avoid hand drawn materials

· Keep it simple

· Do not post the pages of your paper

· Make sure it has a logical flow

· Space your information proportionally

· Use color, graphics, charts, and photos

· Two to three related background colors will unify the poster

· Use a light background with darker photos; a dark background with lighter photos

· Key points should be in large type

· Do not try to tell the entire story on the poster. Save some key points for the 

      one-on-one discussions. Please plan to stand by your poster for the entire length

      of the session. 
Oral Presentation Specifications
· A student will be allowed up to 15 minutes, including 2- 3 minutes for questions and answers, to make an oral presentation of her or his research or creative activity project. Papers will be organized into 60 – 90 minute sessions, with short breaks between sessions. 
· Multimedia will be provided for PowerPoint presentations, and all presentations  must be in this format. You will be asked to show up a few minutes before the start of your session so that your presentation (on CD or, preferably, flash drive) can be loaded onto the computer. Alternatively, depending on the number of oral presentations scheduled, we may work with you to pre-load your PowerPoint presentations on computers before the Conference date. 
POSTER or ORAL PRESENTATION ABSTRACT FORM
Please type all information and save as a Word file.

Presentation Format (select one): Poster __________     Oral __________

Title of Poster/Oral Presentation:____________________________________________

1. Student Name _________________________________________________________

Department: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________   Email Address:______________________________

2. Student Name __________________________________________________________

Department: _____________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________   Email Address:______________________________

3. Faculty Mentor: ________________________________________________________

Department: _____________________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT NOTE: Under “Department”, please include your home department as well as any additional organizations sponsoring your work (i.e., Computer-Based Honors, McNair Scholars, Global Certificate Program, etc.) 

Abstract (Maximum 100 words- start next line down)  
Abstract Form Submission

Please email your Poster or Oral Presentation Abstract Form to your divisional Undergraduate Research Coordinator below.  Your submission is due by March 1, 2008. Only an electronic copy of the Abstract Form will be accepted. For more information about the Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Conference or how to participate, please contact your divisional Coordinator.
Divisional Coordinators:

A & S

Jimmy Williams

jwilliam@bama.ua.edu
C & BA

Mike Hardin

mhardin@cba.ua.edu

Com/Info Sci
Caryl Cooper

cooper@apr.ua.edu

Education

Jamie Satcher

jsatcher@bamaed.ua.edu

Engineering
John Wiest


jwiest@eng.ua.edu

HES

Lori Turner

lwturner@ches.ua.edu

Social Work
Kathleen Bolland

kbolland@sw.ua.edu

Honors College
Shane Sharpe

ssharpe@bama.ua.edu

Nursing

Susan Gaskins

sgaskins@bama.ua.edu

